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8 July 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR

SUBJECT: Komer Report

1. Carver's memorandum on Komer's report, requeeted by
you, alresdy contains the most significant observations I had to make,
which are incorporated in Carver's paragraphs 4, 5, and 6. A couple
of additional points are, I beliove, still worthy of note.

2. Komer still obviously does not really understand the “mix"
of doctrine and intimate support and follow-through that CIA gave this
activity from its inception in 1964, That this mix has been successful
was by no means due only to cmnumnm fundamentally it was a
function of our more incisive understanding of the nature of armed
Coimmunist subversion, and the means mnmy to combat it., Flexuibility
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lesson in the past two yoars, it is certainly the lesson that the miﬂgry
catablishment 18 incapable of contesting the armed gaerrilla subversion
of the Viet Cong throughout the countryside. I we lgnoro_thcu lc&::.
and if Komar's line of thought obtains, I predict wln_rt in this &

and the negation of our classic military victories.

-4. All in all, I find these aspects of Komaer's report really
depressing and discouraging. His remarks o port congestion, land
t::;n, l:;. . 1 find unremarkable but useful sbservations on «:‘tcp::;t
of problems with which we are not unfamiliar. On the puciﬂcm:'n . 8,
however, | find his views, and those he imputes to Westmiore ppelling.

PEXR DE SILVA
Special Assistant for Yietaamese Affairs
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